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Inauguration Address by Tsai Ing-Wen

The 16th Chairperson of Democratic Progressive Party (DPP) May 25th, 2016

Today is my first Central Executive Committee meeting after I was elected as president and
assumed the role of the 16th Chairperson of the DPP. At the same time, this is also the first
Central Executive Committee meeting since the DPP’s return to be the ruling party.

The Democratic Progressive Party has a very rich history. In times of oppression, we fought
for freedom and democracy. When we were in opposition, we fulfilled the role of checking
the power of the governing party. We have never forgotten the entrustment upon us by the
people.

Right now, we once again become the ruling party. As the ruling party, we must be aware
that we have a different mission at hand.

Evidently, in the May 20th Inauguration speech, I enumerated the challenges that Taiwan
has faced over these years. My purpose was to address to everyone that the people’s expecta-
tion for the DPP is to steadily solve the problems one by one.
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Fanaticism and sensibility cannot surmount problems. Problem solving requires prudence,
rational thinking, and efficacious communication in order to maximize the comprehensive-
ness of the reforms, and to minimize the antagonisms.

Let me reiterate, what the people want to see is not another Kuomintang or the DPP from
its previous tenure. We need to remold ourselves into a different ruling party in order to
make Taiwan different.

Ardor, but not fanatical; calm, but not apathetic. This will be DPP’s ruling style. I believe
that this is also the ruling style this country needs. In the coming four years, we must to adopt
this attitude to advance the change in our country.

Ladies and Gentlemen, changes have taken place. A few days ago, we saw the Executive
Yuan withdraw its charges against the students. This is because we believe that when the
people are frustrated, the government should be able to face them with empathy and under-
standing.

In the future, schools will not be able to punish students for unsuitable attire. This is
because we believe that young people need to learn to be responsible for themselves. Only so,
will they have the capability to be responsible for the country and society.



This is just the beginning. From now on, we will initiate more changes. Currently, reforms
in transitional justice, the pension system, and the judiciary are already under way. Although
our country faces a variety of issues that require reforms, working through them one by one,
and being flexible to change amidst stability is the only way we can solve them. Please wait
and see.

I must restate: the higher the people’s expectations are for us, the more demanding the
challenges we face will be. Our examination starts as we speak.

Change has begun already; reformation is under way. We have to steer Taiwan forward

through the steady path ahead. I entrust our party’s capability to take up the upcoming chal-
lenges and accomplish the missions. Let us work through this together. Thank you.

Chairperson of the Democratic Progressive Party
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